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I am contacting you on behalf of the Us For Them Scotland group which is 
campaigning for a full return of all pupils as normal to school in August.  
 
Our 8.5k members are keen to get clarity on the Government’s plans as to the return 
to school for their children in August. Many children are excited to be returning to 
school and their parents want to be sure that this is indeed going to happen in 
August. The families of children who have ASN and other challenges are asking for 
clarity as they need time to prepare their children for what is going to happen. I had 
one parent contact me just this morning about her son who has autism, she 
explained how the uncertainty around the return to school is very difficult for her 
family as they need time to prepare their child. This has been a difficult time for many 
children and we need to consider their mental health and well being in all we do. We 
also need to consider parents, many of whom are preparing to return to work, as 
they need to know exactly what the schooling arrangements are going to be as 
schooling is an integral part of their work plans. 
 
John Swinney stated on July 23rd that all schools should prepare for full opening on 
August 11th . Our understanding is that schools and councils should be preparing 
now for schools to return in full on August 11th. There is a provision that a decision to 
revert to Blended Learning may be taken up until the 30th July. However, it seems 
that some councils and schools are not preparing for a full return currently and that 
they are waiting until July 30th before they do so. This means that there will be 
insufficient time for those schools to prepare for a full opening on August 11th. We 
feel that there needs to be far more clarity form the Scottish Government and the 
Education and Skills Committee to ensure that Councils and schools have clarity on 
exactly what they need to do. 
 
As such we ask the following questions: 
 

• We consider that schools should be deemed critical infrastructure in the way 
that hospitals and power stations are. Critical infrastructure are not be closed 
down in the case of isolated cases of COVID-19 on site. Can the Education 
Committee confirm that schools can be classified as critical infrastructure to 
stop the unnecessary closing of schools even on an isolated basis? If not, can 
the Education Committee ask the Scottish Government to pursue this? 

• How often will the Education Committee meet before August 11th to ensure 
that all schools open fully on August 11th? 

• What are the dates that the Committee plan to meet? 

• Does the Education Committee have an Action Plan from the Education 
Minister on how schools will open fully on August 11th? 

• Will this Action Plan be made publicly available? 

• How will the Education Committee hold the Scottish Government to account 
on the delivery of this Action Plan? 

• When does the Committee plan to call the Education Minister to explain his 
Action Plan and answer questions on it? 



• What does the Committee consider are the risks that may lead to the 
statement from John Swinney on July 23rd not being fully delivered? 

• How often can we expect updates from the Education Committee? 

• Has the Education Committee received assurances from the Education 
Secretary that Councils and schools have been explicitly instructed to prepare 
now for a full return to school of all pupils on August 11th? 

• If not, will the Education Committee ask the Education Secretary when he 
plans to instruct Councils and schools explicitly to prepare now for a full 
opening in August 11th? 

• Has the Education Committee considered what requirements Councils and 
schools have that may need funded or other assistance in order to ensure 
they can deliver on the Governments instructions? 

• What are these requirements, if any? 

• What steps are in place for fulfilling these requirements? 

• Has the Education Committee reviewed all of the wrap around services such 
as breakfast clubs, after school clubs, activity clubs and school buses to 
ensure that these will be in place in time for August 11th? 

• If not, when can we expect answers on these questions? 

• Has the Education Committee received clarity from the Education Secretary 
that that all sports should be available from August 11th as they are key to 
children’s health and wellbeing? 

 


